
Statements made in this publication are not expressions of the Society or of the chapter and may not be reproduced without 
special permission of the chapter.   
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Thermal Briefs 

A new calendar year for ASHRAE has begun! Speaking on behalf of the Chapter, I’d like to 
thank David Houle for his stellar leadership last year. We had a good year under his watch and I 
hope to continue with his forward momentum.  
 
One of the accomplishments from last year was the updating of our website. That work will con-
tinue, as well as other gradual changes throughout the year. Expect to see a transition away from 
the Google Group mailing list as the website continues to develop and mature. In fact, feel free to 
create a new account on the website, as that will be the way to hear about the latest happenings 
and newsletters. Oh, and we have a Twitter Account now: https://twitter.com/NortheastASHRAE  
August and September were action-packed, featuring the Chapter Regional Conference (CRC) 
and our annual golf outing. The CRC took place August 17-19, the other major event, our golf 
outing, took place September 15: if you attended and took pictures, feel free to forward them to 
us so we can post them on the website! 
 
Of course, none of these events or achievements would be possible without those who selflessly 
volunteer their time in various roles. I’d like to introduce you to this year’s Chapter Officers and 
Chairs: 
 

Kendra Potasiewicz  - President Elect, Chapter Transfer Technology Chair, Program Chair 
Kevin Houghtaling  - Vice President, Newsletter Editor 
Ramy Girgis  - Treasurer 
Joe D’Aprile  - Secretary 
Marianne Schumacher - Research Promotion Chair 
Liesl Hammer  - Membership Promotion Chair 
Raymond Hickey  - Refrigeration Chair 
David Ricci  - Student Activities Chair 
Doug Belokopitsky - Grassroots Government Activities Chair 
Stanley Westhoff  - Historian 
Todd Turcotte  - Webmaster, Electronic Communications Chair, Board of Governors 
David Houle  - Board of Governors 
Brian McLean  - Board of Governors 
John Thomas  - Board of Governors 
Russ Danforth  - Board of Governors 
 
If you’re interested in serving, we’re currently looking for a YEA Chair and Honors and Awards 
Chair. Please contact me (adam.feather@trane.com) if you’re interested. 
 

Thank you and stay safe!  
Adam Feather 
2017-2018 President 
Northeast Chapter 
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In September, The ASHRAE Northeast Chapter held our annual Golf Outing and Steak Roast 

on Friday September 15th at Airway Meadows Golf Course. We would like to thank everyone 

who came out  for Golf and/or Dinner and made the event an excellent time for all! An extra 

special Thank You those whom made contributions to ASHRAE through Tee Flag purchases, 

all whom donated prizes to be raffled, and everyone whom participated in the prize and 50/50 

raffles!  

Stay tuned to Next Month’s Newsletter for More details from the Golf Outing! 

 

October 17th is ASHRAE Northeast Chapter’s first Chapter lunch meeting of the year at the 

Italian American Community Center, in Albany. The meeting has been approved for 1PDH! A 

synopsis of this month’s meeting can be found on pages 17-19 of this newsletter. 

 

 

Tuesday, November 14th—Meeting at the Italian American Community Center 

Tuesday, December 12th—Meeting at the Italian American Community Center 

 

 

2017 Meetings  
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October 2017 
President’s Message 
 

Greetings!  
 
It seemed that everyone had a blast at our Annual Golf Outing this year! Turnout was high and the weather was great – 
we have pictures posted on the new website, for all to enjoy (you did make an account, right?). If you have pictures 
you’d like to share with the group, send them our way and we’ll upload them. I’d personally like to extend my gratitude 
towards Kendra Potasiewicz, Ramy Girgis, Marianne Schumacher, and Kevin Houghtaling for all of the hard work they 
invested in the event. 
 
I’d also like to thank our Tee Flag donors, whose support is greatly appreciated: 

 
 

As mentioned above, pictures will be posted on the new website. I recommend creating an account at your earliest 
opportunity, as it will soon become the only source to receive our newsletters and other updates: http://
www.ashraenortheast.org/  
  
Members 35 and under: keep your eyes peeled for a survey. We’re interested in hearing your thoughts regarding the 
chapter and would greatly appreciate if you could spare 3-5 minutes of your time. Stay tuned! 
 
If you’re interested in serving in some capacity of ASHRAE leadership, we’re currently looking for a YEA Chair, 
Membership Promotion Chair, and Honors and Awards Chair. Please contact me (adam.feather@trane.com) if you’re 
interested. 
 

Thank you and stay safe! 
Adam Feather 
2017-2018 President 
Northeast Chapter 

Technology Plus 
  

Trojan Energy Systems 
  

NorthEast HVAC Solutions 
  

Johnson Controls 
  

RF Peck 
  

Eastern Heating and Cooling 
  

LJ Early 
  

Thermal Environment Sales 
  

Victaulic 
  

Quantum Engineering 

Fusion Systems Engineering 
  

FPI Mechanical 
  

The Trane Company 
  

Advanced Comfort Systems 
  

LaBella Associates 
  

Technical Building Solutions 
  

Pasco BAS 
  

Tech Valley Engineering 
  

MEP Support Services LLC 
  

American Air Filter 
  

Emerson Swan 
  

  

Message from the President 
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Welcome back to another year of ASHRAE! 
 
In preparation for this year’s Roster, we ask all members to double check your data listed in the latest Roster, and the 
information online in your bio at ASHRAE.org.  Please make corrections to the online bio and if the Roster is show-
ing outdated information, please send an email with the subject line   
 “ASHRAE NE CHAPTER ROSTER 2018 CORRECTION “ to  Liesl.Hammer@gmail.com.   
 
For those who are new to ASHRAE, all of the officer and chair positions are run by volunteers.  We currently have 
open positions and need more help running the Chapter, it doesn’t happen automatically!  Fresh perspectives and 
ideas help fuel the Chapter, so please consider getting involved.  If you’re willing, contact Adam Feather, or any of 
the Chapter’s Officers. 
 

OCTOBER IS MEMBERSHIP PROMOTION MONTH! 
 

Bring a non-member colleague to the October ASHRAE Meeting 
to introduce them to our Chapter and you both get in for the price for one! 

 
Additionally, for all members, pick up an Introduce a Friend to ASHRAE coupon for any 

future ASHRAE meeting during the upcoming year, and your meal’s on us when you intro-
duce someone to our great organization! 

 
 

   Our New and Returning Members: 
 
Mr Kevin Arthur Mitchell  Sage Engineering Associates 
Mr Jeffrey W Burt         Franklin Energy Services 
Mr Seth A Travaly          KW Mission Critical Engineering 
Mr Bruce A Wollaber, PE CGD       Comfort Engineered Systems 
Miss Jessica A OBrien   Technical Building Services 
Mr Joseph G Higgins   Siemens Industry, Inc. Building Technologies Divi-

sion 
Mr Kevin Tucker   M+W Group 
 

Make sure you give a warm Welcome to our New Members when you meet them! 
 
Finally, if you need help at any time of the year, or have questions regarding membership, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me at Liesl.Hammer@gmail.com 

Message from Membership Promotion 
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Northeast Chapter History Report – Long Island Chapter CRC 2017 
 
The Long Island Chapter hosted the Chapters Regional Conference (CRC) in Hauppauge, NY on Au-
gust 17 -19.   
 
The following awards and certificates were presented: 
 
 J. David Houle received the Presidential Award of Excellence (PAOE) with Special Citation 
 Rich Vehlow received a Certificate of Appreciation for RVC of GGAC 
 Stan Westhoff received a History Gold Ribbon for the history of J. David Houle 
 Liesl Hammer received the Thomas S. Brown Membership Award and First Place in Membership 

Growth Award 
 Dave Ricci received the "Top Dog" Award & Most Improved Chapter for Student Activities  
 
Look for information as it becomes available for the Chapter History meeting in December. 
 
Submitted by Chapter Historian, 

Stan Westhoff 

Special History Report 

Stan (right) and Edward Tsui (left) VP ASHRAE 

Sheila Hayter, the Society President 
Elect, presenting at the CRC 
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If you have a professional relationship with any 
local government officials, please let us know!   

 
The ASHRAE Northeast Chapter would like to reach out to them 

to promote sustainability topics.  Government officials might 
include school board, state or provincial legislative committee, 

state or provincial agency, city council, county board, etc.  

Please consider volunteering for a regional 
or society level position or let us know 

if you think of anybody who would be good for 
any of the positions listed at the following link: 

 
https://www.ashrae.org/society-groups/committees/ 

 
Adam Feather   - Chapter President 
Kendra Potasiewicz  - President Elect, Chapter Transfer Technology Chair, Program Chair 
Kevin Houghtaling  - Vice President, Newsletter Editor 
Ramy Girgis  - Treasurer 
Joe D’Aprile  - Secretary 
Marianne Schumacher - Research Promotion Chair 
Liesl Hammer  - Membership Promotion Chair 
Raymond Hickey  - Refrigeration Chair 
David Ricci  - Student Activities Chair 
Doug Belokopitsky - Grassroots Government Activities Chair 
Stanley Westhoff  - Historian 
Todd Turcotte  - Webmaster, Electronic Communications Chair, Board of Governors 
David Houle  - Board of Governors 
Brian McLean  - Board of Governors 
John Thomas  - Board of Governors 
Russ Danforth  - Board of Governors  

Northeast Chapter Officers and  
Board of  Governors 2017-18 
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RECENT CHANGES TO NEW YORK EMPLOYMENT LAW THAT IMPACT 
YOUR BUSINESS 

 
In the past several years, the State of New York has passed numerous laws affecting employ-
ee relations and benefits and imposing additional burdens on employers. Heating and cooling 
businesses must comply with these laws or face significant potential liability. While one arti-
cle cannot solely provide an employer enough education to limit their exposure, understand-
ing the most recent changes is an important starting point. 
 
New York State Law 
 

Wage Increases. Over the next 5 to 7 years, minimum wage in New York State will dra-
matically increase. Depending on the location and size of the employer, minimum 
wage will increase from $9 per hour to $15 per hour between 2016 and 2023. For 
more information, see New York State’s Minimum Wage chart.  

 
Overtime and Exemption Status. New York State has gradually increased the threshold 

salary for an employee to qualify as “exempt” from overtime compensation. Previous-
ly, if an employee did not earn $35,000 per year they automatically qualified for over-
time compensation. That figure will rise to as much as $56,000 per year in 2021. Nota-
bly, even if the employee is paid this wage, they may still qualify as a non-exempt em-
ployee, if their duties do not fall within an executive, administrative, professional, 
computer specialist or outside sales exemption. 

 
Paid Leave. Effective January 1, 2018, employees in New York State can get paid leave 

for the birth of a child or serious medical condition of a family member. The law pro-
vides 8 weeks of paid time in 2018, 10 weeks in 2019 and 2020 and 12 weeks thereaf-
ter. Employees will receive a designated portion of their weekly wages capped at 50% 
of the average weekly state wage, which is presently $652.96. The paid leave is fund-
ed by employees through the employer’s insurance. 

 
New York City Laws Applicable to Employers Outside the City 
 
Employers should be aware of several New York City laws which can apply to businesses lo-
cated outside the City because they have employees working in New York City. These in-
clude new rules regarding paid sick time, background checks for new hires, protection for 
freelance workers, and a ban on salary history questions.  
 
These are but a few examples of the ever changing landscape of New York’s employment 
laws. Employers need to know and understand all these laws to avoid huge financial risk. 
 
Jeffrey S. Ettenger, Esq. is a partner at Schwartz Ettenger PLLC where he concentrates his 
practice in the area of labor and employment law, assisting employers with their day-to-day 
employment needs, as well as all areas of employment litigation. 

Policy Alert for HVAC&R Businesses 
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2017 ASHRAE Online Courses 
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2017 ASHRAE Online Courses continued 
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Employment Opportunities 

We are currently accepting employment opportunity advertisements for 

this year’s newsletters. We have revised our cost for these postings.  Rather 

than a set ‘price’ there is no cost, but we do highly encourage and appreciate 

any and all donations to RP, to aid in reaching our RP fundraising goal. Again, 

the newsletter is distributed to OVER 200 RECIPIENTS each month!  

Interested in placing an ad?  Please contact me at ashrae.ne.vp@gmail.com. 
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Business Card Ads 

We are currently accepting business card 

advertisements for this year’s newsletters. The cost 

of a business card ad is $10.00 per month (this 

money goes directly to Research Promotion; it is not 

income for our chapter operations). 

 

If you list an ad, your ad will circulate to OVER 200 

RECIPIENTS each month!  

  
Interested in placing an ad?  

Please contact me at ashrae.ne.vp@gmail.com. 

The ASHRAE Northeast Chapter would like to thank the following sponsors for choosing to  help us  
by making a donaƟon to ASHRAE Research PromoƟon: 
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Instructions to Sign Up for our New 
Website for ASHRAE Northeast Chapter 

Go to http://www.ashraenortheast.org/ 

Click “Login” 

Click “Sign up” 
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Fill out the form and click the “Sign up” button. Make sure 
that the Subscribe to Thermal Briefs box is checked to stay 

informed with our monthly newsletters. 
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ASHRAE, founded in 1894, is a building technology society with more than 50,000 members worldwide. The 
Society and its members focus on building systems, energy efficiency, indoor air quality, refrigeration and 
sustainability. Through research, standards writing, publishing, certification and continuing education, 
ASHRAE shapes tomorrow’s built environment today. 

http://northeast.ashraechapters.org/ 

http://region1.ashraeregions.org/ 

https://www.ashrae.org/home/  


